
LaPorte County, IN (Nov. 16, 2009) The LaPorte 
County Health Department, which reported two 
adult deaths in our county last week, reports today 
that the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) esti-
mates that the H1N1 swine flu has killed more 
than 4,000 Americans -- perhaps as many as 
6,000.  According to the CDCôs website, 14 million 
to 34 million U.S. residents -- their best guess is 
22 million -- came down with H1N1 swine flu by 
Oct. 17, the six-month anniversary of the begin-
ning of the pandemic. There were about 98,000 
hospitalizations (estimates range from 63,000 to 
153,000). In the weeks since Oct. 17, H1N1 swine 
flu has continued to sweep across the country, 
with reportedly ñwidespreadò disease in 46 states.  
 
"We do think we are having a substantial number 
of deaths," CDC immunization and respiratory 
disease chief Anne Schuchat, MD, said at a    
recent news conference. "The numbers are only 
through Oct. 17, and we have seen a lot of deaths 
since then. Unfortunately, we will see more. I do 
believe the pediatric death toll will be extensive 
and much more than we have seen with seasonal 
flu." 
 

Paul Trost, Administrator for the LaPorte County 
Health Department, said, ñThe CDC updates the 
numbers every 3-4 weeks, so we wonôt know how 
far the numbers have gone up for a while. But itôs 
becoming clear that a large portion of our popula-
tion will likely have become ill with H1N1 before 

the flu season ends.ò   

According to the CDCôs Key Flu Indicators for the 
first week of November, ñTotal influenza hospitali-
zation rates for laboratory-confirmed flu continue 
to climb and remain higher than expected for this 
time of year. Hospitalization rates continue to be 
highest in younger populations with the highest 
hospitalization rate reported in children 0-4 years 

old.ò 

 

CDC Estimates for H1N1 Clearly Indicate Need for Vaccinations 




