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ORDINANCE OF THE LAPORTE COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS.
NO., £3 -7

AN ORDINANCE providing for the inspection, repair, or removal of
unsafe buildings within the County of LaPorte.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
LAPORTE COUNTY THAT: C

1. Under the provisions of Indiana Code 36-7-39 et seq.,
there is hereby established the LaPorte County Unsafe
Building Ordinance,

2. Indiana Code 36-7-9-1 through 36-7-9-27 is hereby
adopted by reference as’  the LaPorte ;ounty unsafe
Building Ordinance, All proceedings within the County
of LaPorte for the inspection, repair, and removal of
unsafe buildings shall be governed by said law and tpe
provisions of this Ordinance. In the event the provi-
sions of this Ordinance conflict with the provisions of
Indiaha Code 36-7=-9=1 through 36-7-9-28, then the provi=
§ioAR &6f the states statute shall eontrol. Any repeal of
sald statute shall not act as a repeal of this Ordi-
nance,

3. The administration of the provisions of this Ordinance
shall be the responsibility of the Office of the
Building Commissioner, The Building Commissioner shall
be the "Enforcement Authority", and the Board of County
Commissioners shall be the "Hearing Authority", within
the meaning of these terms as defined in IC 36~-7-9-2.

4. The definition of "substantial property interest” as set
forth in IC 36-7-9-2 is also specifically incorporated
herein by reference, including that portion designated
as applicable in a consolidated city.

5. The definition of and description of an unsafe building
set forth in IC 36-7-9-4 is hereby supplemented to pro-
vide minimum standards for building condition or main-
tenance in the County of LaPorte, Indiana, by adding the
following to said definition:

Any building or structure which has any or all of. the
conditions or defects hereinafter described shall be
dgemed to be an unsafe building, provided that such con-'
ditions or defects exist to the extent that 1life,

health, broperty, or safety of the public or its occu-
pants are endangered. :

(a) Whenever any door, aisle, bPassageway, or other
means of exit is not of sufficient width or size or

18 not so arranged as to provide safe and adequate
means of exit in case of fire or panic.

(b) Whenever the stress in any materials, member, or
portion thereof, due to all dead and live loads, is
more than -one and one-half {1/2) times the working
stress or stresses allowed for new buildings of
similar structure, purpose, or location.
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{c)

(d)

{e)

(£)

(g)

{h}

(i)

(3)

(k)

(1)

Whenever any portion thereof has been damaged by
fire, earthquake, wind, flood, or by any other
cause, to such an extent that the structural
strength or stability thereof is materially less
than it was before such catastrophe and 1is 1less
than the minimum requirements for new buildings of
similar structure, purpose, or location.

Whenever any portion, member, o©or appurtenance
thereof 1is likely to fail, to become detached or
dislodged, or to collapse and thereby injure per-
sons or damage property.

Whenever any portion of a building or any member,
appurtenance, or ornamentation on the exterior
thereof is not of sufficient strength or stability
or is not anchored, attached, or fastened in place
so as to be capable of resisting a wind pressure of
one-half of that specified for new buildings of
similar structure, purpose, or location without ex-
ceeding the working stresses permitted for such
buildings.

Whenever any portion thereof has wracked, warped,
buckled, or settled to such an extent that walls or
other structural portions have materially less re~-
sistance to winds or earthquakes than is - reguired
in the case of similar new construction.

Whenever the building or structure, or any portion
thereof, because of (1) dilapidation, deteriora-
tion, or decay; (2) faulty construction; (3) the
removal, movement, or instability of any portion of
the ground necessary for the purpose of supporting
such building; (4) the deterioration, decay, or
inadequacy of its foundation: or (5) any other

cause, 1is 1likely to partially or completely col=~
lapas,

Whenever, for any reason, the building or struc-
tures, or any portion thereof, is manifestly unsafe
for the purpose for which it is being used.

Whenever the exterior walls or other vertical
structural members list, lean, or buckle to such an
extent that a plumb line passing through the center
of gravity does not fall inside the middle one-
third (1/3) of the base.

Whenever the building or structure, exclusive of
the foundation, shows thirty-three percent (33%) or

~-more damage or deterioration of its supporting..mem-

ber or members, or fifty percent damage or deterio-

“TFation of its non-supporting members, enclosing or

outside walls or coverings.

Whenever the building or structure has been SO
damaged by fire, wind, earthquake, or flood or has
become so dilapidated or deteriocrated as to become:
(1} an attractive nuisance to children; or (2) a
harbor for vagrants, or criminals.

Whenever any building or structure has been con~
tructed, exists or is maintained in violation of
any specific requirement or prohibition applicable
to_ sgch building or structure provided by the
building regulations of this County, or of any law
or ordinance of this state relating to the condi-
tion, location, or structure of buildings.



{(m) Whenever any building or structure which, whether
or not erected in accordance with all applicable
laws and ordinances has in any non-supporting part,
member, or portion less than fifty percent (50%),
or in any supporting part, member, or portion less
than sixty-six percent (66%) of the (1) strength,
(2) fire-resisting qualities or characteristics, or
(3) weather-resisting qualities or characteristics
required by law in the case of a newly constructed
building of like area, height, and occupancy in the
same location.

(n) Whenever a building or structure, used or intended
to be used for dwelling purposes, because of inade-~-
guate maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage,
faulty construction or arrangements, inadequate
light, air or sanitation facilities, or otherwise,
is determined by the enforcement authority to be
unsanitary, unfit for human habitation, or in such
a condition that is likely to cause sickness or
disease.

(o) Whenever any building or structure, because of ob-
solescence, dilapidated condition, detericoration,
damage, 1inadequate exits, lack of sufficient fire-
resistive construction, faulty electric wiring, gas
connections, or heating apparatus, Or other cause,
is determined by the enforcement authority to be a
fire hazard.

{(p} Whenever any puilding or structure is in such a
condition as to constitute a public nuisance known
to the common law or equity jurisprudence.

{gq) Whenever any portion of a building or structure re-
mains on a site after the demolition or destruction
of the building or structure is abandoned for a
period 1in excess of six months so as to constitute
such building or portion thereof an attractive nui-
sance or hazard to the public.

An Unsafe Building Fund is hereby established in the
operating budget of the enforcement authority, in accor-
dance with the provisions of IC 36-7-9-14.

A person who:

(a}) Remains in, uses, or enters a building in violation
of an order made under this Ordinance; or,

{b)-—Knowingly interferes with or delays_ ﬁbe"éé£fying
out of an order, made under this chapter; or,

(c}) Knowingly obstructs, damages, oOr interferes with
persons engaged or property used in performing any
work or duty under this chapter; or,

(d) Fails to comply with IC 36-7-9-27 (incorporated
herein by reference),

shall be subject to a fine of not more than five hundred
dollars ($500.00). Each day that a given violation con-
tinues constitutes a separate offense.

Should any section, subsection, sentence, clause,

phrase, or portion of this Ordinance be held invalid or

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction,
such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and



independént provisions and such holding shall not affect
the validity of the remaining:portions.

9. This Ordinance shall be in effect upon 1its passage,
approval by the Board of County Commissioners and publi-
cation as required by law.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LAPORTE COUNTY, INDIANA
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